

















na deacrachtai mar tosafodh ar an rang ag deireadh mi na Samhna nuair a claraiodh os cionn
ccad dalta. Bhi na sluaite ag an gcead rang cile agus “some have purchased reading and copy
books”. Socraiodh go mbeadh ranganna ag An Paorach sa scoil i Pocan freisin maidin Déardoin
ag 9.30. "The Rev. Manager and tcachers long desired it but circumstances prevented An
Paorach from doing the work”. Ag cur sios ar Phort Rua luadh: “An exile in Australia had sent
moncy to Mr. Nealon to be distributed as prizes to the best students”.

Ag tus na bliana 1908 bhi agdid mhér ar sidl faoi chiirsai talin i dTiobraid Arann Thuaidh.
Feachtas in aghaidh “ranchers” a bhi ann. Tiondladh cruinnit mér poibli in Aonach le tacaiocht
on United Irish League. Labhrafodh Gaceilge 6n arddn ag an geruinnid sin.

Tuairisciodh go raibh an tinrcamh ag feabhsa ag na ranganna in Aonach agus go raibh an
tArd Rang ag lcamh Séadna faoi threoir Miss Veale. A\g trdcht at Bhéal Atha Gabhann diiradh:
“An Paorach has promised to t_ich songs now and again as a relief from the dancing. This will
be great for there are some fine singers among us and what we all need everywhere is good
humorous Irish songs”. Leanadh leis an obair. Bhi Coirm Cheoil Oiche 1.4 le Padraig in Aonach
aris ait ar togadh isteach £33. Agus fuarthas 1.17-4-9 ag an mbailidchan.”

Bhi an-toir ar thurasanna ag an tréimhse sin. Reachtaigh Conradh na Gaeilge go leor diobh. 1
mi1 L.dnasa 1908 bhi ceann ollmhor go hkochaill i gCo. Chorcai. An Chombhairle Cheantair a bhi
ina bhun. Chuaigh 400 duine ar an dtracin as Aonach. Ina dteannta bhi An tAth. MacConmara,
luaim Ui Mheadhra, An tAth. O Dubhlavich, Béal Atha Gabhann, agus An tAth. O Grifin, M4
Nuadhat. Bhi an 1a go bred. “Music was supplied by Nenagh Fife and Drum Band and by an
Irish Piper in Gaelic Costume, Mr. Power, district teacher”.”

Nuair a atosaiodh na ranganna in Aonach i mi Medn Fomhair daradh go rabhadar & reachtail
ag Miss Vcale, An Paorach agus 1’6mhnall OO Rioghbharddin. Tionéladh cruinnii mor den
Chonradh in Aonach i mi Deircadh Fomhair. Tugadh ctntas iomlan air sa Din. Daradh go
raibh an coiste agus na baill i lathair agus roinnt mhaith den phobal chomh maith. Glacadh
tuairisci ar imeachtai na bliana. Gabhadh buiochas leis na daone go Iéir a chabhraigh leis an
gcraobh. “Miss Veale was thanked for her constant and voluntary services in teaching the
Language”. “The appointed teachers An Paorach and Mr. O’Riordan did not spare themselves
in giving zeal and energy with their capable teaching in Language and Dance”.”

Chuir an Diin comortas ar bun — litir a scriobh i nGaeilge a bhi i gceist. An Paorach a rinne an
mholtéircacht. Na buaiteoiri nd Miss Bridget O'Brien, Newtown, Nenagh and Miss E. Doorley,
lL.acka, Shinrone. Seo leanas a thuairim a sheol sé go dtf an Diin:

9 Cnoc an tSamhraidh,
Aonach Urmumhan,
23-11-1908.

A Chara,

The adjudication of this completion has given me great pleasure. T append the result at
which I arrived after careful consideration of each letter.

The knowledge of the National l.anguage displaved by all was remarkable and speaks
well for those who imparted that knowledge. It also augurs well for the future of our racc.

The writing generally might have been better.

In the case of the two prizewinners the Irish was very idiomatic and very good
respectively. Some of the competitors referred to the futility of learning Irish if they did
not speak it to each other and they were quite right.

Children should delight in endeavouring to speak to one another in the language they
know to be that in which Almightv God intended them to converse.
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Lack of ease in expressing oneself may be met with in the early stages of such
endeavour but with perseverance this will disappear. Never mind making mistakes; talk
away. Mistakes are easily corrected. Talk Irish — that is the main thing,.

Mise do chara,
Prionnsias Aodh Paor.*

Sa bhliain 1909 an cheist ba mho a bhi a plé i measc na nGaeilgeoiri nd an Ghaeilge san
Ollscoil. Tiondladh ollchruinnit poibli in Aonach ag tact leis an nGaeilge mar dbhar éigeantach
sa Mhaithreanach. I mi na Feabhra daradh go raibh an Ghaeilge & muineadh ins na scoileanna
ar fad ag a muinteoiri féin né ag muinteoiri seachtracha. Bhi An Paorach ag muineadh in ocht
scoileanna agus bhi an oiread sin scoileanna eile a lorg gur fhostaigh An Chomhairle Cheantair
muinteoir eile, Domhnall O Rioghbhardain. Bhi ocht scoil faoina chiram freisin agus Jdhd
chraobh. Teampall Doire agus Teampall Moér. Suimitil go leor socraiodh go mbeadh An
Paorach ag muineadh i Scoil na mBraithre in Aonach freisin.

Ag cruinniti de Nenagh Board of Guardians 14 Lunasa 1908 bhi diospoireacht taoi
mhdineadh na Gaeilge i dTeach na mBocht agus 1éigh an cléireach litir 6n bPaorach. “With
reference to the teaching of Irish in the Union I should like to respectfully point out to the
Guardians that on no occasion was I called upon to report progress. I have had experience of other
public services and was never expected to report to superiors without being instructed to do so.
Should the Board of Guardians desire frequent reports I shall have much pleasure in presenting
same on receiving intimation of such a wish. I might also mention the fact that the Local
Government Board inspector has examined my work on several occasions and beg to assure the
Guardians that there has been no lack of diligence on my part — in conclusion 1 beg to state that
[ welcome inspection at all times.

Tar éis roinnt diospoireachta eile socraiodh ar an rditeas seo a eisitint. “The Guardians are
perfectly satisfied that the teacher of Irish performs his duty in a satisfactory manner but as an
encouragement to the children and as an aid to him in the discharge of his duties they think it
advisable that the children shouls be examined occasionally by an inspector or someone
connected with the Gaelic League”.”

Lean An Paorach lena chuid imeachtai éagsula. I mi Deireadh Fomhair ag Coirm Cheoil in
Aonach, “The curtain was raised with a selection on the Irish Warpipes by An Paorach in his
usual dignified style and spirit in that particular role”. Aris in Eochaill Ara ag coirm cheoil
roimh Nollaig i measc an liosta fada mireanna ta “An PPaorach rendered a song in Irish in his
own inimitable style”.

Deineadh cupla tagairt don bPaorach i nlin na nGaedheal i rith samhraidh 1910. Ag cur sios
ar Fheis Thuaim Ui Mheadhra scriobhadh faoin teideal “A Visitor’s Impressions”; “Journeying
to the scene of the Feis we caught up with the ever present Paorach arrayed in all the fine old
trappings of Ancient Ireland, with a military appcarance just as proud and imposing as that of
one of Shane the Proud’s Gallowglasses marching through the glens of the North”.* An uair
dheireanach ar fad a deineadh tagairt do na ag cruinnida poibli i Halla an Bhaile, Aonach, ag
ceiliuradh Gaeilge éiginteach d’Ollscoil Ndisitinta n hFireann. “Mr. Power and Mr. Riordan,
two Irish teachers turned out with their pipes, two bands brass and reed and fife and drum
paraded the town before the meeting”.”

Dealraionn sé gur thag An Paorach Aonach i mi Lunasa agus chuaigh go dti Coldiste De La
Salle, Port Lairge, chun cdiliocht mar mhainteoir ndisitinta a bhaint amach.” Is ait na raibh
tagiart ar bith d6 sin sa Diin. Fid ag cruinnid cinn bliana an Chonartha in Aonach i mi na
Nollag gabhadh buiochas leis na muinteoiri Miss Veale, Messrs Riordan and Foley, ach nior
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luadh An Paorach ar chor ar bith. Nuair a cailiodh é fuair sé post in Oilean Acla, ait ar chaith sé
tréimhse chorraitheach go maith.* I ndeireadh a shaoil bhi sé ag miuineadh i gColaiste lognaid
i nGaillimh. Anois is aris bhiodh éileamh air mar fhear tecanga sna clirteanna nuair ba le
mairnéalaigh 6n Mor-Roinn né a leithéidi a bhain na cdsanna. D’éag s¢ 20 Bealtaine 1955.%
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